A GAVEL CHANGES HANDS 
Bishop John S. Stamm, new president, receives gavel from his predecessor Charles P. Taft. 
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raver of Thanksyifing 


By WILLIAM B. PUGH* 


Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A, 


Gon &%8 LMIGHTY GOD, our Heavenly Father, Fountain of Life and Light 
and Love, God oi our fathers and of their succeeding race, keep- 
ing covenant and mercy to a thousand generations, we adore 

= thee as God over all, blessed forevermore. We worship thee as 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variableness neither 
shadow of turning, and from whom cometh down every good and perfect gift. 


.We praise thee as the God of our salvation. We bless thee for the gospel of 


thy grace in Jesus Christ, for the organized Church, and for the living ministry. 
We praise thee for the long line of faithful men to whom this gospel has been 
committed, and through whom it has come down to us in power undiminished. 
We thank thee that in every age thou hast raised up for thy Church faithful 
teachers, wise counsellors and strong leaders. : 

We thank thee especially for the lives and labors of thy servants whose 
memories we gather this evening to honor. We thank thee for their clear vision, 
their full understanding of the times, and their knowledge of what the Church 
should do. We thank thee for their enlightened consciences and their dauntless 
courage which asserted to a divided Church that ‘The time has come when it 
seems fitting more fully to manifest the essential oneness of the Christian 
Churches of America in Jesus Christ as their Divine Lord and Saviour.” 

We thank thee for the inspiring history of the Federal Council of Churches, 
and for the position of honor and leadership which thou hast assigned to it in 
the forty years of its history. Keep us mindful of the fact that this history is 
our heritage, to be transmitted, untarnished, to our posterity. As we have this 
goodly heritage, as other men have labored and we have entered into their 
labors, may we beware lest we forget thee who hast given us these blessings, 
abundant and rich; and may we be moved anew to present ourselves a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to thee, which is our reasonable service. 

And now, O God of our fathers, as we look ahead to the coming days, we 
beseech thee to let thy blessing rest richly on all the work of thy Church, for 
the enlightenment and uplift and salvation of thy people. Convince us pro- 
foundly that righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any peo- 
ple. Write thy law upon the hearts of all, and make us in truth that happy 
people whose God is the Lord. Send thy grace and heavenly blessing upon 
all Christian people who are striving to draw nearer to thee and to each other 
in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace. Give us penitence for our 
divisions, wisdom to know thy truth, courage to do thy will, love which shall 
break down the barriers of pride and prejudice, and an unswerving loyalty 
to thy Holy Name. Especially at this time we beseech thee to bless the efforts 
now being made to bring together in one body thy children everywhere. Suffer 
us not to shrink from any endeavor which is in accordance with thy. will for 
the peace and unity of thy Church. Give us boldness to seek only thy glory 
and the advancement of thy Kingdom. Unite us all in thee as thou, O Father, 
with thy Son and the Holy Spirit, art one God, world without end. Amen. 


* At Fortieth Anniversary Dinner, Cincinnati, Ohio, December 1, 1948. 


The Editorial Outlook 


REFLECTIONS ON THE BIENNIAL MEETING 


M ORALE is not easily defined. It is a thing of 
the spirit, sometimes vaguely described in 
terms of “atmosphere.” But it is something 
which, when perceived, is obvious to any sensi- 
tive person. 

The morale of the Federal Council’s Fortieth 
Anniversary Biennial Meeting at Cincinnati was 
high. The evidence was unmistakable. The ab- 
sence of complaints about the program, the prac- 
tical arrangements and the procedures was 
unusual. There was general approval of what 
was happening and the way in which it was hap- 
pening. This was not because there were no 
disappointments. As a result of a procedure, 
which had not been used before, of dividing the 
meeting into sections for part of its work, the 
deep concerns of some of the delegates were not 
given adequate attention. Resolutions which it 
was expected would be dealt with in the sections, 
but were not considered because of lack of time, 
were introduced on the last day when it was too 
late to give them careful consideration. Protests 
of disregard of these issues might have been ex- 
pected but they did not occur. 

There was the utmost freedom of discussion. 
No one seemed to hesitate or to feel awkward 
about expressing differing opinions. Such an 
attitude is possible only where there is confidence 
that the fellowship is so strong that there is no 
fear of its being disrupted because of differences 
on matters of secondary importance. 

Another indication of fine spirit was the obvi- 
ous gratification at the achievements of others 
when the work of some church in a matter un- 
der discussion was reported as especially effec- 
tive. There was no suggestion of envy and no 
attempt to try to match the achievement by 
telling what one’s own church was doing. 

' Unmistakable evidence of interest was re- 
flected in the regular attendance of the delegates 
at sessions extending through long hours in the 
morning, afternoon and evening. 

A review of the reasons for this high morale 
involves personal and somewhat subjective 
judgment, but it may nevertheless be in order. 
One observation is clearly accurate,—the pre- 
vailing spirit was the gift of God and not the 
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achievement of the delegates themselves. It 
was God’s gift to those who become more con- 
cerned about His will than about their own spe- 
cial interests. Such a gift is available only to 
those who hold pride and ambition in restraint. 
Attention was fixed on Christ and the desperate 
needs of men, at home and around the world, in- 
dividually and collectively. It was such spiritual 
disciplines as these, under the constraint of God, 
that we believe explain why the Bs had the 
spirit we have described. : 
Another notable feature of the meeting was. 
the extensive participation and contribution of 
laymen in leadership and in discussions. The 
goodwill, competence and wise churchmanship of. 
the President, Mr. Charles P. Taft, were inspir- 
ing. The reports of two other officers of the 
Council, Mr. Harper Sibley, the Treasurer, and 
Mr. Francis S. Harmon, Chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, revealed the care and earnest- 
ness with which these men do their work in the 
churches. The analysis and interpretation of the 
issues to be discussed in three of the six sections 
were made by laymen. Of the six section chair- 
men, two were laymen and one was a laywoman. 
In addition to this leadership in the general work 
of the meeting, one of the sections was concerned 
with the development of a greater lay participa- 
tion and leadership in the Church. It is signifi- 
cant that of the delegates who registered their 
preference of section assignments prior to the 
meeting more requested assignment to that sec- 
tion than to any other. One of the high points 
of general public interest in the meeting was the 
citation of Mr. Branch Rickey, President of the 
Brooklyn National League Baseball Club, for 
his applying of Christian principles in the field of 
sports, which is also a business. Special mention 
was made of his contribution to breaking down 
discrimination on grounds of race. But the main 
point of the citation was the recognition of a man 
who in his vocation takes seriously the Christian 


. principles which he professes. 


In the emphasis given to the urgency of more 
aggressive evangelism, the prevailing concern 
arose from the realization that men must be 
brought to Christ and that He is beyond any of 
our various attempts to define Him, beyond even 
the aggregate of all our insights, and far beyond 
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the representation of Him by the life of any of 
our churches. As the churches exalt Him, they 
come closer to one another. 

Because of the widespread public interest in 
the Statement on the Churches and Human 
Rights, it is important to call attention not only 
to the positions taken but also to the way in 
which the problem is approached. It is dealt 
with not as a “cause”’; not as an ethical, social 
reform movement, but as a problem in connec- 
tion with which the churches give a prophetic 
testimony to the law and judgment of God and a 
call to do the will of God. The whole matter was 
discussed, not on the level of popular expediency 
in relation to the prevailing standards of a secu- 
lar society, but on the level of the moral law and 
the Gospel of Christ. 

This editorial analysis is not a recounting of 
achievements of the Federal Council of Churches 
as an organization or of any persons connected 
with it. It is rather an expression of gratitude 
for another evidence of God’s grace and a call 
for renewed faith that the Holy Spirit gives light 
and power to the churches when in close fellow- 
ship they seek above all else to know the mind 
and to do the will of Christ. 


DAYS OF DECISION 


H ISTORY seems to be closing in on man, im- 

posing limits to the time allowed him to 
put his affairs in order. The big issues of our 
day are both urgent and fateful. They press for 
early decision. Careful definition of the prob- 
lems and dispassionate discussion of dilemmas, 
while essential, are not enough. Commitments 
must be made and action taken. It is as if God 
were Saying to us, ‘““My law is to be studied and 
understood; but it is also to be obeyed, else man 
perishes.” 

In the contemporary conflict between different 
interpretations of man and history, and between 
ways of life, those who accept God’s sovereignty 
in principle must live accordingly. This means 
that those who regard man as a child of God, 
with dignity and freedom and responsibility un- 
Jer Him, must live out their faith. That is the 
srerequisite to peace. 

Thus, every family, community or nation that 
lemonstrates in its behavior its regard for human 
ights and duties contributes to world peace. And 
onversely, every disregard of human rights and 
luties adds to the forces tending toward world 
thaos. For the issues of the world are the com- 
ounded problems of human nature and the 
maller social groups writ large. 
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All this points to the deeper import of the 27th 
annual observance of Race Relations Sunday on 
February 13th. The theme is “Brotherhood— 
Basis for Peace.” It reminds us that world peace 
and peace at home are closely related. 

Our churches profess and believe that the an- 
swer to the problem of how men may live to- 
gether in peace is found in the law of God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ. Through the centuries 
Christian faith and practice have been the most 
important influence in building respect for hu- 
man worth until today few would openly deny it. 

The recent adoption of the Declaration of 
Human Rights by the United Nations Assembly 
will serve to crystalize worldwide concern for 
the basic rights of all human beings. This is 
succinctly expressed in the first article of the 
Declaration: 


‘All human beings are born free and equal, 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience, and should act towards 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” 


Bishop John S. Stamm, President of the Fed- 
eral Council, referred to the U. N. Declaration 
when he presented a copy of the Council’s state- 
ment on “The Churches and Human Rights” to 
President Truman on December 13th: “The 
adoption of the Declaration of Human Rights by 
the United Nations last Friday affords hope that 
the world community is developing a conscience 
about the inalienable rights and freedoms of 
every man. But we cannot expect any signifi- 
cant advance in the actual practice of the world 
unless our own country—which has borne an his- 
toric witness to human rights and freedoms— 
demonstrates our sincere determination to 
square our practice with our profession.” 

In its own statement the Federal Council pre- 
cisely sets forth many of the human rights that 
challenge all Christians in their own communi- 
ties, in the nation and in the world. In their 
prophetic role the churches must lead the na- 
tion to see that the task of achieving interna- 
tional peace and the realization of brotherhood 
within its national borders are inseparable. 

The Federal Council’s document expresses the 
urgency of this as not tomorrow, not when time 
is ripe, but NOW. The gap between our demo- 
cratic ideals about the worth of persons and our 
present practices must be closed. The nation is 
under obligation to be honest with its own moral 
conscience. It must make a sincere demonstra- 
tion of our firm belief in Christian and demo- 
cratic ideals on a world scale. Human rights 
must be made secure for ALL people both within 
the nation and on an international scale. This is 
the brotherhood which is the basis for peace. 


A Message from the President 


HERE is today a growing awareness of the Church in the world. Many 
institutions and agencies were destroyed by the war, but the Church 
has emerged with new vitality and purpose. Thoughtful men and women, 
both within and without the Church, are restudying its message, reexam- 
ining its mission and reevaluating its ministry. There are many evidences 
that the Church has come into a new day of opportunity. The reconstruc- 
tion and rebuilding of our broken world can only be accomplished through 
the Spirit. The Church is divinely appointed for the ministry of the Spirit. 
In this world tormented by fear and inhibited by hopelessness, men are 
looking to the Church for a new emancipation through the Spirit. 

This growing awareness of the redemptive ministry of the Church is 
cause for rejoicing, but also for concern. Such a ministry implies the re- 
quickening of the spiritual life. People turning to the Church must be 
able to find the spiritual vitality which they seek atter. 

There is also a growing awareness of “the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.’ Christian unity is today more evident and spiritually 
creative than it has been for centuries. The Church Universal is being 
more fully manifest through the churches. They are more conscious of 
the fact that they belong together because they belong to Christ. This 
was clearly disclosed during the First Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Amsterdam last summer. It was also evident during the 
Biennial Meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America in Cincinnati in December. It is interesting and challenging to 
note the growing concern of the churches to provide added opportunity 
for the experience and expression of this unity. This is basic in the Chris- 
tian advance. 

There is also a growing awareness of the revealing and redemptive 
mission of the Church. Through the Church there is to be made known 
to all men “the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal pur- 
pose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The Church stands 
in that holy succession of redemptive acts of God expressed in the Incar- 
nation, the Atonement, the Resurrection and Pentecost. There are many 
services which the Church can and does render, but the supreme task 
is the ministry of redemption. Through the Church men are to be brought 
to God and God to men. Redemption through Christ is for all men and 
for all of man. Evangelism, spiritual culture, social living and service 
are basic. To this ministry the Church is called today with added 
urgency. The Church must act now. Such action implies the full ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, the full acceptance of his 
Lordship over all of life, the full acceptance of the order of the Spirit as 
the rule of life. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is an in- 
strument through which the churches may join with each other in 
strengthening and promoting the redemptive ministry of the Church. 
They have already rendered a large and useful service through this 
agency. A larger ministry needs to be rendered. To this accomplish- 
ment may we commit ourselves with whole-hearted purpose and full 


consecration. LS ee 
President, The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America 
January, 1949 
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BISHOP JOHN S. STAMM ‘ 


ISHOP JOHN S. STAMM, D.D., LL.D., ney 
president of the Federal Council ¢ 
Churches, has been a forceful champion c 
Christian unity both in the United States ani 
throughout the world. He was chairman o 
the commission which developed the plan t 
unite the Church of the United Brethren ani 
the Evangelical Church in 1946. He i 
the president of the Pennsylvania Counci 
of Churches and a member of the ninety 
member Central Committee of the Work 
Council of Churches and attended the Am 
sterdam Assembly as a delegate. He pre 
viously served as a member of the Americar 
Committee of the provisional World Council 
His services to the Federal Council o 
Churches have been varied. In addition t 
serving as a member of the Executive Com 
mittee for 20 years and vice president th 
past two, he was chairman of the Depart 
ment of Evangelism and has taken al 
especial interest in the Council’s work i 
international affairs. } 
He has taken an active role in the Federa 
Council’s Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace, chaired by John Foster Dulles, anc 
the Department of International Justice anc 
Goodwill. Li 
Bishop Stamm is bishop of the eastern arec 
of the Evangelical United Brethren Churcl 
and lives at Harrisburg. Born in Kansas, he 
was educated at the University of Chicag 
and the Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Naperville, Ill. Ordained as a minister o 
the Evangelical Church, he held pastorate: 
for 20 years in Missouri and Illinois and in 
1919 became professor of Systemic Theology 
at the Naperville Seminary. He was electe¢ 
a bishop in 1926 and has been re-electec 
quadrennially. He was named president 
the Evangelical School of Theology, Readin 
Pa., in 1941, and served six years. He is | 
world traveler and a popular speaker 
Christian Missions and at pastors’ co! 
ferences. , 
He was a candidate for the Illinois Stat 
Senate on the Prohibition ticket in 1911. 


“Evangelism and Christian Experience.” 

Bishop Stamm is married to the form 
Priscilla Marie Wahl of Kansas City. The 
have no children. 
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“SYNOPTIC VIEW’! 


By JoHN OLiIverR NELSON 


S 575 MEN AND WOMEN as- 
sembled at Cincinnati early in 
December, they carried through 
e of the most businesslike biennial 
ssions in the forty-year history of 
tne Federal Council of Churches. 
)ividing into “Sections” for closer dis- 
Nussion of problems than has been 
Hossible in former years, Council mem- 
ers highlighted lay participation, 
jinistry to older people, evangelism, 
man rights, juvenile delinquency, 
verseas aid, and progress toward 
eater inter-church unity. 
Setting for the meetings was a hotel 
of-garden transformed into a “chap- 
” by a liturgical altar and stained- 
ass window. The great public meet- 
g in Taft Auditorium faced a stage 
Move which a large Celtic cross was 
anked by bold letters, “1908-1948.” 
low comprising 23 Protestant and 4 
)rthodox bodies, the Council presented 
interesting cross section of church 
aders: moderators, bishops, women 
mmitteemen and ministers, profes- 
ts, board executives, and a vocal pro- 
rtion of Christian laymen. 
Most memorable among the empha- 
's at Cincinnati was doubtless what 
as said of the part laymen can and 
just play in church life. A vigorous 
idress by Charles P. Taft, attorney 
ad civic leader who was the Council’s 
tiring president, objected that “most 
"us are tame laymen, well broken to 
arhess, guaranteed not to upset too 
uch.” He called upon the Church 
pt only to give laymen significant 
‘bs, but to be newly realistic about 
»cational and ethical problems they 
ice. Francis S. Harmon of Riverside 


_ Milestone at Cincinnati, 1948 


OF 40TH ANNIVERSARY BIENNIAL MEETING 


Church in New York, another business- 
man, made the same demand. A third 
lay speaker, True D. Morse of St. 
Louis, put this insistence in such 
vigorous terms that the Council (only 
a tenth of whose participants in Cin- 
Cinnati were not full-time church em- 
ployees) realized it has a new mandate. 


The precise nature of this lay prob- 
lem was at issue betwen Mr. Taft, in 
his presidential address, and Professor 
Reinhold Niebuhr, whose presentation 
followed immediately after. Mr. Taft 
indicated that the Church basing its 
claims upon an agrarian and simple 
view of the Gospel, fails to grasp the 
complexity of modern technological 
culture. Dr. Niebuhr objected that, 
rather, the Church reflects all too 
Closely the secular preoccupation, 
pride, and self-fascination of today’s 
culture. 

Another highlighted theme was the 
Christian approach to human rights, 
particularly in relation to denials of 
civil and social liberty in America. 
Mrs. Leslie E. Swain, influential Bap- 
tist leader, and Professor William G. 
Mather of Penn State College, helped 
carry the emphasis which resulted in 
the Council’s adoption—with some 
disagreement—of the most thorough- 
going appeal for unsegregated Ameri- 
can church life which has ever come 
from the churches. 


Program-wise, the broadest move- 
ment set in motion at Cincinnati was 
the program of evangelism planned for 
a 15-month period beginning in Oc- 
tober, 1949, a “United Evangelistic 
Advance.” Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, 


Baptist pastor in Syracuse, and Profes- 
sor Elmer G. Homrighausen of Prince- 


ton dealt with the program aspects of 
this concern, and Bishop Stephen Neill 
from Geneva dramatically set evan- 
gelism for America in the background 
of urgent world-wide need. Speaking 
as Associate General Secretary (since 
September) of the newly constituted 
World Council of Churches, Bishop 
Neill declared that our duty is “to see 
to it that this message is proclaimed 
literally to every human being now 
living in the world.” 


At an anniversary dinner for which 
hundreds crowded into the Masonic 
Temple, Council members looked back 
into the 40-year progress being cele- 
brated, and forward to the pending 
formation of the National Council of 
Churches, in which the Federal Coun- 
cil may unite with seven other national 
inter-church agencies. Bishop Francis 
J. McConnell pointed to the fearless- 
ness of the Council’s social studies; 
Bishop Ivan Lee Holt to the preaching 
missions begun in 1936; Dean Luther 
A. Weigle to the strands of tradition, 
educational and organizational, which 
call for unification in the New National 
Council; Mrs. Van Santvoord Merle- 
Smith to the hope the Council’s pro- 
gram gives laymen. Dr. George W. 
Richards, emeritus seminary _presi- 
dent who took part in the original 
1908 meeting of the Council, showed 
how the new atmosphere of cooperation 
has grown. Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam traced to Federal Council in- 
fluence important roots of both the 
United Nations and the World Council 
of Churches: “TI doubt we could have 
had the World Council of Churches 
without these forty years of Federal 
Council history.” 


The Biennial Meeting in session at Cincinnati. 
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The dais on left. 


Warning came from Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of 
the Council, that ecumenicity is not 
something which arises in national or 
world terms without specific local, com- 
munity participation. The real testing 
and growth of this new ecumenical 
movement is “in Main Street and 
Jonesville and Middletown. ... It isa 
sheer illusion to talk of an ecumenical 
Church unless there is a truly ecu- 
menical spirit in the local community 
where Christians of different denomi- 
nations live together day by day.” 
Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, Associate Gen- 
eral Secretary, who set up the “Sec- 


Mr. Francis Harmon , 


tion” procedure for the biennial, 
pointed to the necessity for this demo- 
cratic procedure in actual Council 
business if the voice of the churches 
is really to be heard. The other Asso- 
ciate General Secretary, Dr. J. Quinter 
Miller, presented personally the 33 
staff executives who now head up 
Council activities among a total of 105 
Federal Council workers, indicating 
how each department reaches into 
local and regional church life. Several 
decades ago, he pointed out, there 
were several dozen local and area 
councils of churches: now there are 670 
‘—one being formed on the average 
every three weeks during the forty-year 
Council history. 

A report on “The Witness of the 
Church in Our Time” indicated how 
this deepening process has sought deep- 
er theological definition also. It was 
presented by Prof. Walter M. Horton 
of Oberlin as the outcome of two years’ 
work by a Council commission headed 
by Prof. E. G: Homrighausen, chair- 
man of the Department of Evangelism. 


The General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in America asked that the 
Council as a whole adopt as its own 
a statement made by the Executive 
Committee on Sept. 12, 1942. At that 
time the Executive Committee was 
urged by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
“to place itself upon the doctrinal 
basis of the World Council of 
Churches.” 

The request of the Reformed Church 
in America was answered in the af- 
firmative by the adoption by the 
plenary session of the following resolu- 
tion: 


“That the Federal Council adopt 
as its own the interpretation made 
by the Executive Committee on 
September 18, 1942, as follows: 

“The Executive Committee of 
the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America . . . records its 
understanding of the Council’s posi- 
tion as being in full accord with 
that of the World Council of 
Churches. In the preamble to its 
Constitution the Federal Council 
avows its faith in Jesus Christ as 
‘Divine Lord and Saviour,’ which is 
an affirmation of the deity of Christ, 
in keeping with the historic faith of 
Christianity.” 


Eagerly the Council heard the tally 
of approval given or withheld to the 
plan for the National Council of 
Churches: 16 member communions 
with an aggregate membership of over 
25 million had approved it, 2 had con- 
sidered it without action, and 6 (with 
membership of less than 600,000) had 
thus far failed to take up the proposal. 
Lagging denominations were urged by 
the Council to act on the matter, and 
hope was expressed that all other seven 
interdenominational agencies may see 
their way clear to combine in the new 
cooperative venture. 

Election of Bishop John S. Stamm 
as president and Mrs. Mildred McAfee 
Horton as vice president broke new 
ground: Bishop Stamm is the first 
president chosen from the Evangelical 
group of churches, and Mrs. Horton 
the first woman executive officer. 
Harper Sibley, treasurer and Rev. W. 
Glenn Roberts, secretary, were re- 
elected. The historic gavel with which 
the 1908 opening session of the Coun- 
cil was convened was passed on to 
Bishop Stamm, who spoke with quiet 
urgency about the need for evangelism 
and spiritual unity of intention. 

Varied concerns either discussed in 
the Sections or introduced on the floor 
of the meetings came up for action in 


Dr. George W. Richards 


the closing sessions. The ministry 
the Church to older people was a top 
keynoted by Rev. C. E. Krumbhol 
national Lutheran executive, and t 
report presented by Rev. Otis R. Ric 
an Episcopal hospital chaplain: it 
portance of the current survey bei 
made, and of the whole field, was mat 
plain. Juvenile delinquency was 
subject introduced by George Stoll | 
Louisville, business man and bo 
club organizer, with a report presente 
by Dr. Shelby Harrison, social sciei 
tist, who heads the Babe Ruth Found 
tion; it was agreed that parishes ar 
church councils have mounting respo: 
sibility in this field. Displaced persoi 
and overseas aid were concerns outline 
for the Council by Canon Almon 1 
Pepper of New York, and implemente 
in a report by Dr. Franklin Clark Fr 
Lutheran leader, who urged greatly é 
larged support of Church World Ser 
ice, and “adoption” of displaced Pe 
sons in local communities. 

Action urging the government | 5‘ 
“form no military alliance or give a 
and comfort” to Franco’s governmel 
in Spain was approved in principl 
The Executive Committee, meeting ! 
January, was asked to consider a resi 
lution calling for abolition of tl 
House Un-American Activities C 
mittee and for a “civil liberties” = 
mittee to take its place. 

Two new member denominatio 
were received: the Religious Socie/ 
of Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinii 
with some 5,000 members in 50 m 
ings, and the Romanian Orth 
Church, which has 21,000 commt 
cants in 42 parishes. Both applic 
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| The Struggle for Human Rights 


CHURCHES STUDY ACTIONS TAKEN AT CINCINNAT! AND PARIS 


wo documents on human rights 

published in December have al- 

ready aroused much interest and 
ill undoubtedly be widely studied by 
urch groups. One was a statement 
1 the Churches and Human Rights 
lopted by the Biennial Meeting of the 
ederal Council of the Churches of 
hrist in America, and the other was 
ie Universal Declaration of Human 
ights of the Assembly of the United 
ations. The first was produced di- 
ctly by the leaders of American 
hristian churches; the second was the 
sult of the moral and ethical concerns 
many nations, most of them influ- 
wed through the centuries by the 
hristian teaching of the value of all 
en. 
When Bishop John S. Stamm, as 
esident of the Federal Council, pre- 
nted a copy of the Council’s state- 
ent to President Truman, he stated 
at the action of the United Nations 
fords hope that the world community 
s developing a conscience about the 
alienable rights and freedoms of 
ery man.” 
A draft of the Council’s statement 
as submitted by a committee previ- 
isly appointed for the purpose by 
e Executive Committee. In present- 
g the draft to the meeting, the special 
mmittee’s chairman, Professor Wil- 
im G. Mather, of Pennsylvania State 
ollege, put the problem of human 
zhts in the broad setting of world 
ace, and defined the Christian re- 
onsibility: 

“When one considers the appal- 
ling amount of money and human 
lives spent in the past war for a 
peaceful world, the confusion and 
fear of the present day is a ghastly 
joke. It should begin to be plain 
that peace, whether at home or 
abroad, is not to be bought with 
that kind of coin. It has some other 
price, a price which we who have 
thus far survived may find even 
more hard to pay.... 

“We are asked now to make an 
inclusive and definitive statement 
of Christian conviction regarding 
the freedoms, rights, and responsi- 
bilities which all men have been 
given from God their Creator. No 
glib answer will do. Too many 
thousands, oppressed, beaten down, 
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shut out, are straining their ears to 
hear what we have to say. Too 
many thousands are ready to take 
advantage of any evasiveness on our 
part and say to these other thou- 
sands, ‘We told you so. The opiate 
of the people. Deny God and follow 
us, for we are the only ones who 
really care.’ ” 


THe Councit’s STATEMENT 


After revision by a section of the 
Biennial Meeting and discussion and 
amendment by the plenary body, the 
statement was adopted without nega- 
tive vote, though with some unrecorded 
abstentions. It has subsequently been 
widely printed and discussed... The 
Roman Catholic magazine America 
commended it in an editorial under the 
caption “Hats off to the Protestants.” 

Space limitations make it possible 
to print here only the following ex- 
cerpts*: 

“All men are God’s creatures and 
have infinite worth in His sight; they 
are also included in the saving work 
of Christ. All men, and Christians in 
particular, are therefore responsible to 
God to love and serve Him; to live 
in such a way that the lives they live 
and the work they do shall be worthy 
of their capacities and gifts; and to 
regard other people as their neighbors 
whom they should love as themselves. 
They are also responsible at all times 
to obey God as the supreme Lord of 
conscience. 

“But men have not only responsibili- 
ties toward God and their fellow men 
which they must discharge; they have 
God-given rights which society must 
respect and for whose realization it 
must make provision. .. . 


“All of the rich gifts which God 
imparts to men should be available to 
all without discrimination as to race, 
color, sex, birth, nationality, social or 
economic status, or creed. Although 
man’s life consists in fellowship with 
God and not in the abundance of 


* The complete statement The Churches 
and Human Rights along with the text of 
the World Council of Churches’ resolution on 
Religious Liberty and the U.N. Declaration 
may. be obtained in a pamphlet for 5 cents 
each from the Federal Council of Churches, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


things; although the Christian in pri- 
vation and tribulation may be more 
than conqueror; yet the denial of free- 
dom, justice, and security to others is 
the violation of basic rights. Opposi- 
tion to such indignities is a Christian 
duty and it must be carried out by 
Christian means if it is to serve its 
purpose. 

“Every right with which man is en- 
dowed by his Creator contains a cor- 
responding responsibility to use this 
freedom wisely and generously, for 
righteous ends, and with due regard 
for the similarly God-Given rights of 
others. Moral obligation is at the 
center of the Christian concept of hu- 
man rights. 


“Among the basic human rights, 
which are the due of every person, are 
the following: Freedom of religion and 
conscience, ... (The Council en- 
dorsed the more detailed Resolution 
on Religious Liberty adopted by the 
World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council.) 
freedom of speech, press, inquiry and 
study, .. . freedom of peaceable as- 
sociation and assembly, freedom from 
arbitrary arrest, police brutality, mob 
violence, and intimidation. 

“Although many of the above per- 
sonal rights are in jeopardy at present, 
both at home and abroad, they have 
been for long generally recognized in 
our society. The social, economic, and 
political rights listed below must be 
further extended and _ established 
throughout the world in order that 
a more Christian society may be 
achieved. Since these rights cannot 
be obtained under a system of racial 
segregation, the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America reaffirms 
its renunciation of the pattern of segre- 
gation as unnecessary and undesirable, 
and a violation of the Gospel of love 
and human brotherhood. As proof of 
their sincerity, the churches must work 
for a non-segregated church and a non- 
segregated society. 

“These rights, which should be avail- 
able to all without discrimination as to 
race, color, sex, birth, social or eco- 
nomic status, or creed, include: Full 
opportunity to participate in the eco- 

Continued on Page 19 


Mrs. Douglas Horton Elected Vice President 


The new vice president of the Feder- 
al Council of Churches—Mrs. Douglas 
Horton, president of Wellesley College 
and one of the nation’s most dis- 
tinguished educators—is the first 
woman elected to a major office by the 
Council. 

As the war-time commander of the 
WAVES she has the unique distinction 
of being the first woman ever to be 
commissioned in the United States 
Naval Reserve. 

The wife of the Rev. Dr. Douglas 
Horton, Minister of the Congregational 
Christian Churches and former chair- 
man of the American Committee for 
the World Council of Churches, the 
former Mildred McAfee comes from a 
family traditionally associated with 
the Church. 

Her father, the late Rev. Dr. Cleland 
Boyd McAfee, was former secretary: of 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. and professor of Mental 
and Moral Philosophy at Park College, 
Parkville, Mo. Her two sisters are 
both executives in the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Mrs. Douglas Horton 


Mrs. Horton was unable, because of 
the pressure of her duties as president 
of Wellesley, to attend the Biennial 
Meeting at Cincinnati, at which she 
was unanimously elected vice president 
to succeed Bishop John S. Stamm, 
elevated to the presidency. 

As war-time head of the WAVES 
(Women’s Reserve, United States 


Naval Reserve), Mrs. Horton we 
placed on active duty in August, 194 
as a Lieutenant-Commander. Befor 
resigning from naval service in Fel 
ruary, 1946, she was promoted t 
Captain and awarded the Distinguishe 
Service Medal. | 

A native of Parkville, Mo., Mr 
Horton attended Francis W. Parke 
School in Chicago and graduated fro1 
Vassar College in 1920. At Vassé 
she was president of her class for on 
year, president of the Christian Ass¢ 
ciation, and a member of Phi Bet 
Kappa. She taught at Monticell 
Seminary, Godfrey, Ill., and the Frar 
cis V. Parker School, Chicago. i 

Since 1927 she has served both ¢ 
a teacher and college executive at som 
of the nation’s leading colleges. Stari 
ing as an acting professor of economic 
and sociology at Tusculum Colleg 
Greenville, Tenn., she has been su 
cessively Dean of Women at Centt 
College, Danville, Ky.; executiy 
secretary of the Associate Alumnae ¢ 
Vassar College, and Dean of Colleg 
Women at Oberlin College, Oberlin, C 
She was named president of Wellesle 
College in 1936. 
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NE OF THE very definite achieve- 

ments of the Cincinnati biennial 
f the Federal Council of Churches was 
the setting forth of the plan’ for a 
nation-wide “United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance,” beginning in October, 1949 
and extending for fifteen months until 
the end of 1950. The inspiration and 
discussion behind this far-reaching plan 
were notable. 


First, as a restatement of the Gospel 
in summary form, there was presented 
toa the Council by Professor Walter M. 
Horton of Oberlin a paper on “The 
itness of the Church in Our Time,” 
the outcome of two years’ study by a 
Commission under the chairmanship of 
rofessor E. G. Homrighausen of 
Princeton. This report divides its 
mphasis among three main chapters: 
Security, and Almighty God; Peace 
nm Earth, and Christ the Reconciler; 
Moral Stamina, and the Holy Spirit, 
ith a summary section entitled, Life’s 
Meaning, and God’s Kingdom. It 
concludes with a deeply urgent plea: 
“Let Christians not fail. to speak a 
word of witness to their neighbors, 
while they thus halt between two 
opinions. It will be America for 
Christ, or America for—what? ‘Choose 
e this day whom ye will serve.’”’ Dis- 
ussion occasioned by this paper re- 
ealed the profound theological con- 
viction characterizing the whole 
Council’s deliberations, perhaps a more 
rticulate and unanimous evangelical 
iewpoint than in any previous bien- 
inial session. 


The text of the message, “The 
Witness of the Church in Our 
Time,” omitted in this issue of the 
BULLETIN because of space limi- 
tations, will be carried in next 
month’s number. 


Serving in many ways as the climax 
ae the whole series of meetings was an 
even more explicit and trenchant ad- 
dress by Bishop Stephen Neill, on 
“Evangelism as the Primary and Basic 
Responsibility of All the Churches.” 
Dr. Neill, who was formerly Bishop 
of Tinnevelly in India, and who gave 
one of the memorable addresses at the 
Amsterdam Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, has been since 
September the Associate General Secre- 
tary of the World Council, with his 
headquarters in Geneva. 
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Evangelism to the Fore, 1949-50 
As Nationwide Advance Approved 


Bishop Stephen Neill 


With evident feeling, Bishop Neill 
declared: “What is the World Council 
for? I can devote myself to its serv- 
ice only on the understanding that its 
primary concern is just this, to get the 
Gospel of redemption through Jesus 
Christ, out into all the world, to see to 
it that this message is proclaimed 
literally to every human being now 
living in the world.” He went on to 
say that the spoken Word must be 
supported by the evidence of Christian 
lives, by close fellowship among _ be- 
lievers, by definite answers to world 
problems, and by humble disinterested- 
ness. ‘‘Most of the peoples that feel 
themselves exploited and oppressed 
would say they find greater sympathy 
and understanding among the com- 
munists than among the Christians. 
As long as this can be said, is it sur- 
prising that they hesitate sometimes to 
listen to our Gospel?” “Of this I am 
very sure: that the world will not be 
saved, and the Church will not really 
live until we get back to the proclama- 
tion of the original Gospel, that this 
Jesus who was crucified is alive today 
and demands an answer from men.” 

Against the world Christian perspec- 
tive of Bishop Neill’s address, the 
actual report of the Section on evan- 
gelism seemed to some delegates lack- 
ing in scope. However, as the Section 
chairman, Professor Elmer G. Homrig- 


FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 
BOOKLET OFF PRESS 


The 1949 Fellowship of Prayer 
booklet has just come from press and 
is available to the churches during the 
coming Lenten season. There is a 
daily devotion in this “vest pocket 
booklet” for the period from March 
2-April 17. The writer of this de- 
votional series is George Miles Gibson 
of Boston. 

The Lenten season is a time for re- 
newing and experiencing Christianity 
intensively. It is hoped that the series 
of short devotional studies in this in- 
terdenominational edition of the Fel- 
lowship of Prayer may prove a help- 
ful guide to many in the wide fellow- 
ship of those who pray. 

The price is 4c each in any quantity. 
Send your order to the Department of 
Evangelism, Federal Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, N.Y. 


hausen of Princeton, commented on his 
report, it was evident that long-range 
specific plans already made would be 
enlarged variously to the perspective 
given by the Horton and Neill presen- 
tations. Dr. Jesse M. Bader, whose 17 
years’ service as Secretary of the Coun- 
cil’s Department of Evangelism has 
in part led 31 denominations to appoint 
executives in this field, pointed out 
that plans have been shaping up for 
two years toward a “year of evange- 
lism” which will put into nation-wide 
practice the aims expressed at the 
biennial. 

Thus the report on evangelism, 
which was adopted unanimously by the 
Council, outlined the four-fold effort 
which is to be begun October 1, 1949: 
(1) Spiritual quickening of ministers 
and members; (2) reaching and win- 
ning unchurched millions in America; 
(3) careful instruction and assimilation 
of each new member; (4) special effort 
to identify shifting, transient popula- 
tions with the Church. These aims are 
sought through three channels, A 
Christian Teaching Mission, A visita- 
tion Evangelism effort, A Preaching 
Mission, enlarged effort in the Uni- 
versity Christian Mission program 
among students, emphasis on evangel- 
ism in seminary courses, and encour- 
agement of prayer for the whole 
advance, by groups and _ individual 
church members. 
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TO BRANCH RICKEY, CHRISTIAN SPORTSMAN 


President Charles P. Taft presents scroll to Branch Rickey. 


Mr. Branch Rickey, Methodist lay- 
man and president of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, National League baseball 
club, was singularly honored as a 
“Christian sportsman” by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, at its biennial meeting in 
Cincinnati. 

In a ceremony at a public meeting 
in the Taft Auditorium on December 
2, attended by more than 1,000, Mr. 
Rickey, who flew from New York 
especially for the occasion, was pre- 
sented with a scroll by Charles P. Taft, 
retiring president, with approval of 
the Executive Committee. 

In presenting the scroll Mr. Taft 
said that Mr. Rickey “had broken 
through the barriers of discrimination 
in the field of sport.” In a sport which 
is also a business this move involved 
important economic risks, Mr. Taft 
added. 

“It is difficult to know when the 
preparatory educational process has 
been sufficiently effective to take the 
next forward step. When a man of 
courage decides to take a chance and 
his forward step proves the soundness 
of his judgment as you have done, it is 
an achievement worthy of national 
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recognition. I hope other members of 
the Christian Church will follow your 
example, and take constructive action 
at equally psychological moments.” 

With gracious informality Mr. 
Rickey accepted the award, the first 
of its kind in the history of the Federal 
Council. 

“Our posterity may well wonder,”’ 
he remarked, “why anyone should have 
been singled out, for merely choosing a 
fellow American to do a job he was 
qualified to do, without reference to 
his color.” 

He referred to employment of Jackie 
Robinson two years ago by the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers. He was the first Negro 
baseball player in the major leagues. 

The citation given Mr. Rickey 
reads: 

“TO BRANCH RICKEY 
CHRISTIAN SPORTSMAN 
Who has practiced Christian 
principles in sports, notably by 
extending opportunity without 
regard to race, color or creed. 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
of the 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
IN AMERICA ° 
December, 1948’’ 


‘WORLD COUNCIL 


U.S. UNIT REORGANIZES 


HE AMERICAN Committee for 
the World Council of Churches, 
its work ended by the formal 
organization of the worldwide agency 
of churches effected at Amsterdam, 
August 23, held its final meeting at 
Calvary House, New York, on De-. 
cember 14th. 7 


It will be supplanted by a conference 
of American member churches of the 
World Council, subject to the approval 
of the Executive Committee of the 
World Council, which will meet in 
March, 1949. The projected confer- 
ence will comprise American delegates 
and alternates to Amsterdam, or 
successors named by the member 
churches, and fraternal delegates of 
the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America and other ecu- 
menical organizations in the United 
States. It also is planned, from time 
to time, to call upon nonvoting con- 
sultants with special competence in 
particular fields. 


In voting to terminate the Ameri 
can Committee, its members voiced 
appreciation to its leaders, Dr. Douglas 
Horton, chairman, Dr. Henry Smith 
Leiper, secretary, and the Associate 
Secretary, Miss Eleanor Kent Browne, 
as well as the other members of the 
staff. 


The World Council of Churches was 
organized provisionally at Utrecht in 
1938 and in the ten-year period that 
followed—years of upheaval and war, 
the American Committee worked close- 
ly with the Geneva headquarters to 
sustain the ecumenical movement. 
The American Committee raised more 
than $2,000,000 to maintain a varied 
program of ecumenical activity—ex- 
clusive of relief and reconstruction, for 
which its Service Commission rais 
more than three million dollars. Much 
of it was underground and crossed 
battle lines. The Ecumenical Press 
Service was smuggled to churchmen 
of most of the nations at war, and in 
many instances provided the only 
source of information of what was 
happening in the religious world out- 
side. 

At the end of the war national cure 
rency restrictions in other countries 
made it necessary for the United States 
to raise more than 80 per cent of the 
funds with which to finance the Am- 
sterdam Assembly. Cooperating with 
the Provisional Committee in Geneva, 
the American Committee carried on an 
active educational program for support 
of the First Assembly by the churches 
and the public. 
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of Church Leaders in connection 
with meetings of national eco- 
momic organizations is all but complete. 
In the five weeks between November 
‘9th and Decemer 14th more than 100 
church leaders observed the meetings 
jand met with the leaders of labor, farm, 
\cooperative, and business organiza- 
itions. Specifically, these included the 
‘Cooperative League of the USA, the 
\American Federation of Labor, the 
‘Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
ithe Committee for Economic Develop- 
ment, and the American Farm Bureau 
\Federation. Each Seminar was initia- 
‘ted and sponsored by the Department 
of the Church and Economic Life, in 
each case with the cordial response 
land cooperation of the organization 
visited. 

| The purpose of the Seminars was es- 
‘sentially a leadership training one. It 
took advantage of the opportunity 
‘afforded the public to attend the ses- 
sions of the convention and some of its 
iworking groups or commissions. Be- 
‘yond this, the Seminar afforded its 
‘members the chance to meet informally 
vand directly with national leaders of 
jthese organizations. Among the sub- 
jects discussed at these Seminar meet- 
‘ings during mealtime were the ob- 
‘jectives, methods, and principles of the 
jorganization, also questions of policy 
jon such matters as legislation, taxation, 
santi-discrimination, and foreign policy. 
A recurrent topic was the relation of 
the churches to the organizations and 
the movements which they lead. 

_ The church leaders who have at- 
tended the Seminars have been ap- 
‘pointed by the denominations and the 
ycouncil of churches of the city where 
‘the convention was held. The Seminar 
members represent some 11 denomina- 
‘tions: Church of the Brethren, Con- 
igregational Christian Churches, Evan- 
igelical and Reformed, Evangelical 
‘United Brethren, International Con- 
vention of Disciples of Christ, Method- 
jist, Northern Baptist, Presbyterian 
JUSA, Protestant Episcopal, Society of 
Friends, and United Lutheran. Minis- 
ters of churches in cities and smaller 
communities predominated. Some 
‘Seminar members were denominational 
jexecutives and seminary professors. 


Tc: INITIAL series of Seminars 
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Lay men and women were also present 
who are chairmen and members of 
denominational and local council com- 
mittees. 

The response has been enthusiastic. 
One pastor in South Dakota writes, 
“Tt has been an interesting and helpful 
experience . . . I enjoyed, too, the 
fellowship with the ministers of the 
various churches.” A denominational 
executive writes, “I feel sure that you 
have started something that will be 
very helpful to our pastors.” It is 
expected that there will be a 1949 
series which will provide the chance to 
visit other organizations which time 
did not allow this year. 

A more detailed description of each 
Seminar follows: 

The Cooperative Congress, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., November 9-10. The 
Seminar met for fellowship and orien- 
tation at breakfast on each day. The 
members attended the morning and 
afternoon sessions of the Congress dur- 
ing the first day and the banquet in 
the evening. At the two luncheons the 
Seminar members met and listened to 
Jerry Voorhis, Executive Secretary of 
the Cooperative League of the USA 
and a member of the Department of 
the Church and Economic Life, Wal- 
lace Campbell of the Cooperative 
League and a member of the Commit- 
tee on the Church and Cooperatives, 
who stressed the international aspects 
of the cooperative movement, and 
John Carson, who spoke on the edu- 
cational and legislative work of the 
League. On the second day the mem- 
bers attended the Cooperative Congress 
session in the morning and remained 
together during the afternoon discus- 
sing the implications of their experi- 
ence for church leaders and programs. 
The Seminar leader was Rev. Cameron 
P. Hall, Executive Secretary of the 
Department of the Church and Eco- 
nomic Life of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

The American Federation of Labor, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, November 22-23. 
The Seminar had been planned for 
Monday and Tuesday of the second 
week of the convention, only to have 
the Convention finish its business on 
its sixth day for the first time since 
1900! The Seminar members attended 


i Church Leaders Go Back To “School” 


Get First-hand Knowledge of Economic Life at Seminars 


the convention sessions in the morning 
and afternoon of the first day, and met 
for breakfast each of the two days. 
At their lunch and dinner meetings 
they met with A. Philip Randolph, 
President of the Brotherhood of Sleep- 
ing Car Porters, who discussed the 
place of Negroes in the labor move- 
ment; Woodruff Randolph, President 
of the International Typographical 
Union, who discussed industrial rela- 
tions as affected by the Taft-Hartley 
Act, and Nelson Cruikshank, Director 
of Social Insurance Activities of the 
American Federation of Labor, who 
spoke on “Labor’s Program for Eco- 
nomic Security.” Both A. Philip 
Randolph and Nelson Cruikshank are 
members of the Department of the 
Church and Economic Life. The 
Seminar leader was Rev. Francis Mc- 
Peek, Industrial Relations Secretary 
of the Council for Social Action of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. 

The Congress of Industrial Organ- 
izations, Portland, Oregon, November 
22-23. The Seminar members at- 
tended the convention on the morning 
and afternoon of the first day and the 
morning of the second. They met each 
breakfast for fellowship and orienta- 
tion and closed the Seminar in the 
second afternoon with a discussion of 
its implications for the churches. As 
their guests during mealtime meetings 
they had O. A. Knight, President of 
the Oil Workers International Union, 
who spoke on “The CIO, What It Is 
and How It Works,” L. S. Buckmaster, 
President of the United Rubber Work- 
ers of America, on “How Labor Unions 
and Churches Can Work Together for 
a Better Community Life;” and James 
B. Carey, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
on “The Program of Labor Unions for 
Economic Well-Being and Interna- 
tional Peace.” In addition to these 
the Seminars had the help of Rev. 
Charles Webber, President of the 
Virginia State Industrial Union Coun- 
cil, and Al Whitehouse, District Di- 
rector of the United Steelworkers of 
America and a member of the Depart- 
ment of the Church and Economic 
Life. The leader of the Seminar was 
Rev. Cameron P. Hall. 

The Committee for Economic De- 
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velopment, New York City. As this 
group does not have annual meetings 
comparable to the others, special ar- 
rangements have been made by which 
from time to time a small number of 
church leaders are invited to meetings 
of its major body. The first group at- 
tended a meeting in early December. 

The American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion, Atlantic City, N. J., December 
13-14. This Seminar was held in co- 
operation with the Town and Country 
Committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches and the Home Missions 
Council. The Seminar leader was Rev. 
Don Pielstick, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee. During the first day the 
Seminar members attended some of the 
working commissions of the Federation 
and during the second day the sessions 
of the convention itself. At the first 
Seminar luncheon they met with Allan 
B. Kline, President of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, who is also 
a member of the Department of the 
Church and Economic Life, and S. E. 
Flusher, President of the Missouri 
Farm Bureau Federation, who spoke 
on the work and procedures of the 
Farm Bureau. At dinner Mrs. Ray- 
mond Sayre, President of the Country 
Women of the World, and Herbert 
Voorhees, President of the New Jersey 
Farm Bureau, spoke on its program 
for economic welfare and international 
peace. At the second luncheon Larry 
Brandon, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Indiana Farm Bureau, and Owen 
Cooper, Executive Director of the 
Missouri Farm Bureau, spoke on the 
relation of the farm movement and the 
churches in the rural community. The 
Seminar met for fellowship and orien- 
tation at breakfast the second day and 
had a concluding session on the sig- 
nificance of their experience for church 
leaders and. programs. 


Dedicate Pamphlet 
to Mrs. Orrin Judd 


A new pamphlet with the title 
“Marriage Needs God,” prepared by 
the Commission on “Marriage and the 
Home” is dedicated in memory of 
Mrs. Orrin R. Judd, who was the able 
and loved chairman of the Commission 
from 1943 to 1946. It emphasizes the 
fact that marriage is at its best when 
all parts of our nature are brought to 
full development, including the spirit- 
ual nature of husband and wife. Sug- 
gestions for the spiritual enrichment of 
family life are offered. This attractive 
pamphlet sells at 5 cents per copy, or 
$4.00 per 100. 
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“Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love; in honor preferring 


(Romans 12:10) 


IVINE LovE MAKES Christian 

brotherhood different from every 
other kind of human association. This 
love requires for every person justice 
and full opportunity because of his 
dignity and worth as God’s creature 
and the object of His redemptive love. 
To profess to love God and to give 
offense to our brother because of racial 
difference is to sin. The love of God 
and the love of our fellowman go to- 
gether. 


one another.” 


Christians, therefore, face the task 
of making love a reality in their own 
lives by the practice of brotherhood. 
There are persons, known and un- 
known, who in spite of difficulties live 
lives of real Christian brotherhood with 
those of other races. Some individuals, 
however, fear the loss of personal 
status and community influence which 
they assume the practice of Christian 
brotherhood in race relations would 
bring. In practice they allow such 
fear to outweigh the.belief that the 
brotherhood of love under the father- 
hood of God is the highest goal of life. 
They do not apply Jesus’ words: 
“. . . Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
Goda ve” 

The practice of Christian love calls 
for continuous examination of human 
motives, for courageous and intelligent 
facing of worldly pressures from with- 
out and emotional pressures from with- 
in, for complete and daily dedication 
to Christ. 

The Christian Church can point to 
experiences within its own life which 
are examples of brotherhood. An im- 
pressive illustration of this was found 
in the Christian fellowship achieved by 
representatives of many races in the 
first Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam, Holland, in 
the summer of 1948. There is also a 
challenge in its statement: 


“, . the Church has failed most 
lamentably, where it has reflected and, 
by its practices, then sanctified the 
racial prejudice that is rampant in the 
world. And yet it is here today that 
its guidance concerning what God wills 
for it is especially clear. It knows that 


Message for Race Relations Sunday 


FEBRUARY 13, 1949 
Adopted by the Federal Council’s Executive Committee 


it must call society away from preju- 
dices based upon race and color and’ 
from the practices of discrimination} 
and segregation as denials of justice’ 
and human dignity, but it cannot say’ 
a convincing word to society unless tt 
takes steps to eliminate these from the’ 
Christian community because they: 
contradict all that it believes about’ 
God’s love for all His children.” 


The churches must recognize in our! 
own nation the unrighteousness of! 
segregation and such racial injustices: 
as denial of the right to vote; the 
actual inequality of the so-called. 
“separate but equal” opportunities in’ 
education, health, public services; 
racial discrimination in employment; 
racial restrictions in housing, and some- 
times the use of law and mob violence 
to enforce these practices. To their 
hopes and prayers for peace the 
churches must add evidence of Chris- 
tian power to uproot seeds of racial 
conflict in the community. 


The warning is clear and grows 
swiftly clearer that judgment awaits 
us if we fail to practice love. In the 
words of John’s Epistle: ‘He who 
hateth his brother . . . walketh in dark- 
ness and knoweth not whither he 
goeth.” The failure to heed the warn- 
ing has resulted in the sharp racial 
division of our own nation. It is 
essentially the cause for the fear and 
hatred that hover over all the nations 
of the earth. 


How can we Christians expect the 
nations to settle their problems on 
grounds of justice if we continue to 
withhold justice from brothers of an- 
other color? What can we say to the 
non-Christian peoples of the world? 
How can our nation take effective 
leadership in developing an interna- 
tional bill of rights if we do not live 
up to our own Bill of Rights? 

We must face this responsibility not 
only on Race Relations Sunday but 
every day. We must break away from 
every unchristian racial relationship 
now. Individually and in the fellow- 
ship of the Church, Christians must 
take the lead in correcting racial in- 
justices and in strengthening the spirit 
of brotherhood. In the brotherhood 
that Christ has revealed as the will of 
God, there is healing for the nations 
and a solid foundation for lasting 
peace. 
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Forces Rebuilding Life of Mankind 


Home and Church Must Work Together, Cincinnati Conference Finds 


By L. Foster Woop 


\ 
HE NATIONAL Conference on 
Church and Home in a Disordered 
World, held in Cincinnati, No- 
vember 29-30, recognized not only that 
the home and church are affected by 
the disorder of the world, but that they 
have great power for rebuilding the 
life of mankind. The home is the 
greatest teacher in the world and the 
church has the greatest teaching in 
the world, as Dr. T. T. Swearingen, 
Pastor of the Oak Park Christian 
Church, Kansas City, said in the open- 
ing worship service. They need to 
work together closely for the good of 
both 


The national significance of this 
conference is seen from the fact that 
leaders came from Maine to Oregon 
and California, from Texas and Florida 
to the Canadian border, yes, and from 
Canada itself. About 250 leaders 
came together on an invitation basis, 
called by the Intercouncil Committee 
on Christian Family Life. In this 
conference and in other ways the Inter- 
council Committee, which represents 
the family life interests of the Federal 
Council of Churches, the International 
Council of Religious Education and 
the United Council of Church Women, 
has achieved a cooperation which ‘is 
a long step toward the closer unity 
which is planned for all of them in the 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. 

Not only was there a warm response 
to the conference from all parts of the 
country but there was an equally 
hearty response during the conference 
and after its close. Efforts of the 
Intercouncil Committee in this con- 
ference were strongly supported by 
denominational offices. Many local 
and state councils of churches co- 
operated helpfully. The aid of the 
Cincinnati Council of Churches, Dr. 
Kemper McComb, secretary, was of 
- outstanding value. 

While this conference has naturally 
been thought of in connection with the 
National Conference on Family Life, 
or White House Conference of May 
5-8, 1948, it was vastly more than 
_a follow-up of any previous meeting. 
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It was an essential recognition of the 
fact that family life is a natural and 
perennial concern of the churches, and 
that the churches have some strong and 
effective work going on in this field. 
The conference enabled leaders to 
study definitely the church programs 
now in operation and to plan for the 
extension of these programs. It sought 
to mobilize the strength of the churches 
for building strong and happy family 
life, and to draw on the strength of 
homes in building up the church. 

Dr. Samuel L. Hamilton, Professor 
of Education at New York University, 
emphasized that the home is the 
center for the most vital part of Chris- 
tian training and that the role of the 
church school is to supplement the 
work of the home, not to substitute for 
it. Church and home are like Siamese 
twins—if you cut them apart, you 
sever an artery. The family cannot 
be a Christian family or a happy fam- 
ily unless it shares those spiritual in- 
fluences of which the church is the 
great custodian. 

The family is to be seen in the 
presence of the impact of social and 
economic forces. Some of these forces 
were analysed by Mrs. Grace Loucks 
Elliott, General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Board of the Y.W.C.A. She 
urged that training of children be 
directed toward the building of con- 
fidence, courage and love. Unless these 
attributes are learned in the home 
their learning is too late and too costly. 
The home is a training ground for 
future citizens. This training must 
take on world dimensions. 

During much of its working time 
the conference was divided into ten sec- 
tions grappling with such particular 
problems as making the church family- 
centered, counseling in family re- 
lationships, worship in homes, Chris- 
tian training of children and youth, 
courtship and the beginning of new 
homes, community relationships of 
the family, materials for the family 
life program, training of leaders in 
this field and the responsibilities of 
schools, colleges and theological semi- 
naries for education in family life. 

Section 2, on Counseling in Family 
Relationships, headed by Dr. Oliver 


M. Butterfield, of Mt. San Antonio 
College, Pomona, California, urged 
that seminaries do more to prepare 
ministers for the counseling function. 

Section 4, on Religious Education 
of Children, led by Mrs. Alice Goddard, 
of the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, Chicago, Illinois, 
emphasized that we must provide for 
many different kinds of families and 
provide many ways of family religious 
living. Families are demonstrations 
of the values by which they live. Chil- 
dren do not hear our words—they see 
us and it is our living that counts. Re- 
lationships are our most effective ways 
of teaching. 

Section 9, on Training of Leaders, 
with Dr. Edward D. Staples, of the 
Methodist Board of Education, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, as chairman, expressed 
appreciation for the seminaries that are 
pioneering in the training of ministers 
for family life education, and held 
that the planning for family life edu- 
cation in both seminary and college 
ought to be approached as a field in its 
own right. It urged that in the inter- 
denominational field a national work- 
shop be set up to serve as a demon- 
stration of the possibilities and for the 
training of workers for similar work- 
shops in regional, state, or community 
areas. 

Section 10, made up of educators, 
with Professor Paul H. Vieth of Yale 
Divinity School as chairman, empha- 
sized that the pastor ministers to the 
whole family and. his role as a teacher 
and as a counselor requires special 
equipment. Also, he needs to know 
how to do marital counseling, to con- 
duct discussion groups, and to teach 
courses in preparation for marriage. 
He needs acquaintance with the solid 
results of the sociological studies of 
marriage and the family and exposure 
to case work methods. This section 
recommended that the American Asso- 
ciation of Theological Schools be asked 
to include a course in marriage and 
family in their recommended program 
of pre-theological studies. It also 
recommended that each seminary pro- 
vide at least one course in church and 
family. Other recommendations of 
sections will be reported later. 
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YALE SCHOOL OF 
ALCOHOL STUDIES 


The Department of Pastoral Services 
of the Federal Council is again the 
agency through which churchmen may 
be nominated to the Yale School of 
Alcohol Studies. This year two 
Schools are to be held: one, as usual, 
at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 
from July 8 to August 5; and the 
second, on the campus of Trinity Uni- 
versity, San Antonio, Texas, from June 
6 to 29, for students from states west 
of the Mississippi (except Minnesota 
and Iowa). Although the Western 
session is shorter than the Eastern, 
it will have the same number of lec- 
tures and many of the same lecturers 
will attend both schools. 


Applications for the Western school 
must be in the office of the Department 
by April 1 and for the Eastern school 
by April 15.- A limited number of 
scholarships will be given to qualified 
candidates. Requests for prospectus 
and application blanks should be sent 
to 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y. The School has indicated. its 
preference for students who are pastors 
of local churches. 


Give a family package 
receipt for a Gift 


ye "clothed me.”’ 


A receipt for a $10 SCF FAMILY 
CLOTHING PACKAGE is the heart- 
warming token of suffering averted in 
a European family. 


Your friends or family will appre- 
ciate this compassionate deed in their 
name. 


And in Austria, Finland, France, 
Holland or Greece—whichever you 
designate—a needy family will twice- 
bless your gift. 


®Send $10 for each package you 
wish sent. Write Dept. 156. 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 


Biennial Meeting Furthers 
Formation of New National Council 


A RECOMMENDATION URGING mem- 
ber denominations of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
America to speed action on the pro- 
posed merger of the Federal Council 
with the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. was voted at 
the Biennial Meeting. 

The National Council of Churches— 
a new and inclusive interdenomina- 
tional agency—proposes to merge eight 
interdenominational Protestant agen- 
cies. 

These include the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, the 
Foreign Missions Conference, the 
Home Missions Council, the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education, 
the Missionary Education Movement, 
the National Protestant Council on 
Higher Education, the United Council 
of Church Women, and the United 
Stewardship Council. The Protestant 
denominations represented in these 
agencies constitute the major bulk of 
Protestants in the United States. 

The action taken reiterates a recom- 
mendation made at the last biennial 
meeting, requesting member groups 
to record their views on the proposed 
merger. 

To date, 16 of the Federal Council’s 
24 constituent bodies in the United 
States have voted in favor of merger, 
two have the proposal under consider- 
ation, while six have not taken action. 

Churches favoring the merger have a 
membership of 25,057,826, while those 
not taking any action represent 2,949,- 
335% 

The Federal Council voted to em- 
power its executive committee to de- 
cide the time at which the action may 
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be considered as final. This recom- — 
mendation allows the committee to — 
determine the number of necessary — 
favorable votes from member groups - 
prior to merger action. 

Another recommendation permits 
the executive committee to conduct 
negotiations with other agencies look- — 
ing toward the merger, and to lay plans — 
for a constituting convention. | 

In discussing the status of the pro- 
posed National Council, Dean Luther — 
A. Weigle, of the Yale University Di- 
vinity School, reported that six agen- — 
cies have approved the plan in princi- — 
ple. He pointed out, however, that — 
only two—the National Protestant — 
Council on Higher Education, and the — 
United Stewardship Council—had — 
taken formal action joining the Na- 
tional Council. 7 

Three of the agencies—the Federal 
Council, the Home Missions Council, 
and the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education—have a majority of 
their member denominations voting 
favorably, although the agencies them- 
selves have not taken formal action 


in regard to the merger. 


At its last biennial Assembly the 
United Council of Church Women 
failed to take action on the proposed 
merger. The matter was referred to 
their executive committee, for further 
study, and possible action. 

In commenting on the Federal Coun- 
cil’s action, Dr. Weigle said: “The 
actions taken to date make it seem 
probable that the constituting conven- 
tion can be held at least by 1950. 
While there are still numerous prob- 
lems to be studied, the planning com- © 
mittee is making very real progress 
toward the proposed merger.” 


DIRECTORS 


PROTECT 


YOUR CAMPERS 


Against Monica Expenses Resulting from 


Policy covers doctor bills, surgical charges, 
hospital confinement costs, nurses’ fees, 
X-rays, ete. for each person; up to $500 on 
any accident, $100 on any illness and $1,000 
in case of accidental death. 


ess or Accident 
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Ke tt, 


Fi, The Cost is Amazingly Low 
7 At 


Write for Information Today 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


FORT WAYNE 2, INDIANA 


FEDERATION 
1 Madison Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


(Member: American Council of Voluntary 
Agencies for Foreign Service, Inc.) 


BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL LIFE 


BROADWAY AT WAYNE 
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“SING UNTO HIM 


a New Song’ 


—PSALMS 33:3 


yay 


CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


FLEMISH a YePLE 


The latest, most modern con- 
cert instrument of 37 to 61 
bells. Capable of unlimited 
harmony and expression. Can 
be sounded inside as organ 
bells, or outside as tower bells. 
The world’s finest carillon. 


ENGLISH :;TYPE 


The newest melody bells in 
1 to 25 rich, sonorous notes. 
Unequalled for calling, tolling, 
hymns and popular airs. 
All “Carillonic Bells” can 
be clock-operated and 

played through automatic 

roll-player. All are 
your “best buy in bells.” g% 
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rite SELLERSVILLE, PA., DEPT. FC-91 


HE PRISON INMATES at Napanoch, 
N. Y., recently proved they were 
more interested in Christ than movies. 


Dr. George Schnabel, Washington, 
D. C., minister of the Albright Mem- 
orial Church, for the fourth time, con- 
ducted a mission at the prison under 
the sponsorship of the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Department of Evangelism. Daily 
attendance during the four-day mission 
beginning November 29, averaged 
1,000—far more than the movies— 
and 53 men were received into the 
prison’s Church of Christ, organized 
by Dr. Schnabel in his first mission 
there four years ago. 


Dr. Schnabel had 90 personal inter- 
views and baptized 17. 

“This was the most successful of 
the four missions we have conducted,” 
he commented. We had the fine co- 
operation of the superintendent and 
the guards were high in their praise of 
what the Mission had done for the 
men.” 

Rev. Francis E. McGuire is the 
chaplain of the prison—the Institution 
for Male Defective Delinquents. 

Writing in praise of the Mis- 
sion, Chaplain McGuire says: “If 
you could talk to some of these men; 
know what they were a few years ago 
when they came here and realized the 
change that came into their lives, you 


Christian Mission Outdraws Movies 


would be convinced of the value of 
these Missions in correctional institu- 
tions. So many of the men have gone 
out into free society and are making 
good. 

“One of the parole officers from New 
York City sometime ago came to my 
office. He asked me if I recalled a 
certain inmate. When I told him I did, 
he said, ‘Send me some more like him, 
he is the best parolee I have.’ When 
this same man came into the church one 
of the guards said to me, ‘If you can 
get men like that to start the right life 
your Mission is worthwhile.’ Others 
who are still in the institution who 
were vulgar and very profane can’t 
stand to talk of what they used to be. 
There has been a definite change in 
their lives.” 

The Department of Evangelism is 
planning to hold additional Prison 
Missions in 1949, 


Religious Book Selection 

Rev. Seward Hiltner’s “Pastoral 
Counseling,” described as “practical 
down to earth ways in which every 
pastor can help people to help them- 
selves,” is the January selection of the 
Religious Book Club. Mr. Hiltner is 
the executive secretary of the Federal 
Council’s Department of Pastoral 
Services. 


Condtructive! Pidstinctive! 


Be Glad 


You're a Protestant! 
by Harry C. Munro 


A book that will go far in transforming 
young people and adults from Protes- 
tants by parentage into Protestants by 
intelligent choice and firm conviction. 
Subjects treated include Protestant salva- 
tion, authority, priesthood, freedom, 
future and responsibility. Use as a basis 
for a series of sermons, forums, or 
study groups. $1.50 


LEPROSY - 1949 


@ In this new year let every loyal 
child of God walk out against the 
dread evil that is around the world 
claiming so much life and happi- 
ness. New drugs accompanied by 


Christian love and sympathy are 
aceomplishing wonders in leprosy 
missions and are bringing daily 
new souls to Christ. 


At All Bookstores or 


THE BETHANY PRESS — St. Louis 3, Mo. 


Give to leprosy missions! 


AMERICAN MiIssION To LEPERS 
INCORPORATED 


156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 
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THE CHURCH ON THE AIR 


The television audience of Dumont’s 
station WABD (New York channel 
No. 5) hears several programs during 
the week arranged by the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

The “Morning Chapel Service’”—ac- 
ceptable to all creeds—is televised at 
9:15 a.m. EST on Monday and Thurs- 
day. On Tuesday mornings the 
Federal Council has been experiment- 
ing. It has presented several panel 
discussions by speakers from mission- 
ary groups and kindred interdenomi- 
national agencies and also a program 
patterned after the chatty, informal 
“husband and wife” programs well 
know to radio listeners in the New 
York area. 

Dr. and Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale 
of New York’s Marble Collegiate 
Church were asked to participate. 
They were hesitant but finally agreed 
to try it out. The setting decided upon 


was the breakfast table. The opening 
scene depicts the family altar. A 
scripture is read and grace is said. 
In an easy conversational manner Dr. 
and Mrs. Peale discuss religious faith 
and its practical application to prob- 
lems of every-day life. There was an 
immediate response from the television 
audience and Dr. and Mrs. Peale were 
asked to give several more programs. 
One is scheduled for January 25. 

Dumont officials, after deciding in 
October to go on the air at 7 a.m.—un- 
precedented in television — requested 
the Federal - Council to _ provide 
three 15-minute programs weekly. 
They wanted a religious service ac- 
ceptable to all creeds. The Federal 
Council accepted with the understand- 
ing that the Tuesday broadcast would 
deviate from this pattern. 

The set used for the service on Mon- 
days and Thursdays is a chapel in- 
terior with simulated altar permitting 
many angle shots and superimposures. 
The service includes prayer, a scripture 
lesson and several hymns. 
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Radio Programs—January 
SuNDAys—Dr. Robert D. McCracken, 


“Radio Chapel” —-WOR only—9:30 
-10:00 a.m.; Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
man, “National Radio Pulpit’—_~ 
Dr. | 
John Sutherland Bonnell, “Sunday 


WNBC — 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.; 
Vespers” —ABC—1:30-2:00 p.m. 


Monpays—Dr. Arthur Acy Rouner—_ 
“Gems for Thought”—ABC—8:45- 
8:50 a.m. WJZ local —8:55-9:00 © 
a.m.—ABC—11:30-11:35 p.m.; Dr. | 
Ernest R. Palen—‘Faith in our ~ 
Time’”—Mutual—10:15-10:30 a.m, 

Phillips— 

“Gems for Thought”—ABC—8:45- _ 

8:50 a.m., WJZ local—8:55-9:00 a. © 

m.,—ABC—11:30-11:35 p.m.; Dr. 


TurspAys—Dr. Wendell 


Francis C. Stifler—‘Faith in our 


Time”—Mutual—10:15-10:30 a.m, — 
WEDNEspAys—Dr. Allen E. Claxton— ~ 
“Gems for Thought”—ABC—8:45- ~ 
WJZ local—8:55-9:00 — 
a.m.,—ABC — 11:30-11:35 p.m.; © 


8:50 a.m., 


Dr. Robert D. Hershey—“Faith in . 
our Time”—Mutual — 10:15-10:30 © 


a.m. 
TuHurspAys—Dr. 


Samuel M. Shoe-_ 


maker—‘‘Gems for Thought”—ABC ~ 
—8:45-8:50 am. WJZ local—8:55- — 
9:00 am., — ABC — 11:30-11:35 © 


p.m. 

Fripays—Dr. Arthur Henry Limouze 
—‘“‘Gems for 
8:45-8:50 am. WJZ local—8:55- 
9:00 am., —ABC—11:30-11:35 
p.m 


Thought”—ABC— — 


SarukpayYs—Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk © 


— “Religion in the News”—-WNBC 
—6:15-6:30 p.m. 

Every Day—‘Minute of Prayer”’— 
WOR only—6:00 a.m. 


TELEVISION 
Monpays, TurspAys, THURSDAYS— 
“Morning Chapel—WABD—Chan- 
nel 5—9:15-9:30 a.m. 
(All times given are Eastern Stand- 
ard Time) 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 


Continued from Page 9 


nomic resources of the community,.. . 
full opportunity to participate on a 
non-segregated basis in the social and 
public life of the community, ‘ 
full opportunity to participate in the 
political life of the community, ... 


“The churches, the state, and indi- 
vidual citizens have responsibilities for 
observance of these requirements of 
human rights. It is presumptuous for 
the state to assume that it can grant or 
deny fundamental rights. It is for the 
state to embody these rights in its own 
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legal system and to ensure their ob- 
servance in practice. It is for the 
churches to encourage the state fully to 
recognize these rights in law, but also, 
since the churches are under special 
obligation to obey God rather than 
man, they must go beyond the require- 
ments of law and seek vigorously to 
realize these principles, wherever they 
apply, within their own fellowship; to 
support and encourage their members 
in conscientious endeavor to achieve 
these ends in the community and na- 
tion; and to seek solutions in the spirit 
of Christian reconciliation. The 
churches are likewise bound to offer a 
continual challenge to the conscience of 


the community and to seek to influence. 


the government in its appropriate 
sphere to safeguard the rights of all.” 


THE ROLE OF THE CHURCHES 


The churches may rightly claim a 
share of the credit for this momentous 
achievement. Before the United Na- 
tions was formally established, the 
American churches and churches in 
other lands had demanded that the 
Charter bear witness to those human 
rights and fundamental freedoms to 
which all men are entitled. This was 
done. The churches had recommended 
that a Commission on Human Rights 
be created as an integral part of the 
working machinery of the United Na- 
tions. This was done. 

Through the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, 
jointly established by the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council, the Christian com- 
munity related to these two bodies re- 
quested that it be heard in the delibera- 
tions of the Commission on Human 
Rights. This request was granted. 
The churches had insisted that the pro- 
jected Declaration of Human Rights 
provide adequate safeguards for re- 
ligious liberty. This was done. 

At Amsterdam, the World Council 
of Churches had noted with satisfac- 
tion “that the United Nations had ac- 
cepted as one of its major purposes 
the promotion of respect for and ob- 
servance of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms for all without dis- 
tinction as to race, sex, language or 
religion. .. .” This action was sup- 
ported by the International Missionary 
Council, as was the recommendation 
that the constituent members of these 
two bodies “press for the adoption of 
an International Bill of Human Rights 
making provision for the recognition, 
and national and international enforce- 
ment, of all the essential freedoms of 


man, whether personal, political, or 
social .3¢.” 

At Lake Success, in Geneva, and in 
Paris, the representative of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, 
persuasively voiced the concern of the 
Christian churches of the world re- 
specting that part of the proposed 
Declaration which dealt with issues 
related to religious liberty. Through 
formal memoranda, letters, and per- 
sonal interviews the position of the 
churches was made crystal clear. Fol- 
lowing the second session of the Hu- 
man Rights Commission at Geneva in 
1947, the texts of the proposed Decla- 
ration and Covenant were sent to the 
church agencies and Christian leaders 
of many countries. Replies were re- 
ceived from responsible church spokes- 
men in 37 nations. On the basis of 
these replies the CCIA made its over- 
tures first to the Commission on Hu- 
man Rights and thereafter to many 
of the delegations of the United Na- 
tions General Assembly. 

If, from the standpoint of the UN, 


‘the name of Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 


velt is to be associated in history with 
the Universal Declaration of Human 


Epistle to White 


Christians ... 
by Frep D. WENTZEL 


What would it mean for white 
men to practice the Christian re- 
ligion in their relationships with 
Negroes? Here is a clear, well- 
informed answer, presented in 
persuasive words by the president 
of Fellowship House, Philadel- 
phia. The chapters are titled: 


A Catalog of Sin 

The Road to Salvation 
What Is Natural? 

The Fruits of Sin 
Fruits of Righteousness 
Intermarriage 

The Open Door 

If the Church Were 
Christian 


Dr. Henry Smith Leiper says of it: ‘Very mov- 
ing and of absorbing interest. I feel sure it 
will do much good.” 

$1.50 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


THE CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION PRESS 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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Rights, then, from the standpoint of 
the non-Roman churches of the world, 
the name of Dr. O. Frederick Nolde 
will be associated with those articles of 
the Universal Declaration that bear 
upon the problem of religious liberty 
and related freedoms. 

The UN Assembly also adopted a 
convention on Prevention and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Genocide. This 
move had also been urged by the 
Federal Council. The convention will 
be binding upon those states that rati- 
fy it and will become effective after 
twenty states accept it. 


Milestone at Cincinnati 
Continued from Page 8 


tions were accepted without dissenting 
vote. As though in recognition of these 
two widely-diverse new member groups, 
the Council crowded into two noonday 
worship services, one led by Quaker 
Elton Trueblood of Earlham College, 
the other by Russian Orthodox Profes- 
sor Georges Florovsky of St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary in New York. Another noon- 
day worship hour was led by Bishop 
C. C. Alleyne, of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church. 
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IN THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 


HE Lenten Season is a time when all Christendom begins to look 


seriously toward the greatest of holy days - - Easter. 


Christians 


again become conscious of the fact that they are living in the shadow 


of the cross. 


e 


The Lenten Season is a time when millions of people give at least 


a few minutes each day to meditation, Bible reading and prayer. 


The Upper Room will help you then, as it helps people by the 


hundreds of thousands the world over. Join in this great fellowship! 


In The Upper Room are suggested Bible passages particularly helpful 


for day-to-day living... 


of great Christians of our day ... 


.- meditations from the minds and hearts 


. brief prayers that will help you 


express the prayers of your own heart. 


Published bi-monthly. Individual subscriptions, two years to one address 
or two one-year subscriptions, $1.00. Ten or more copies of one issue 


to one address, 5 cents each. 
10 or more, 1 cent each. 


Appropriate envelopes for remailing, 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Nashville 4, Tennessee 


‘Budget for 1949—under the ca 
of the re-elected Treasurer of the 
Council, Mr. Harper Sibley of Roch 
ester—was set at $640,289. cs 


It was obvious in the whole at 
mosphere of the biennial meeting tha 
the event in Amsterdam last Septem 
ber, formation of the World Coun 
of Churches, had given new perspec- 
tive to the forty-year history of the 
cooperative enterprise here. World 
evangelism, world responsibility for rex 
lief and aid, and world political con- 
cern, were newly emphasized. Amb 
sador Leighton Stuart of China, whom 
international crisis kept overseas, se 
his written address which pointed to 
this new Christian internationalism, 
As color moving pictures of Chur 
relief projects in Germany were shown 
by Julien Bryan, their appeal was 
heightened by the fact that man 
Council delegates had themselves beef 
out across the world during the all 
summer. As President Truman’s mes- 
sage to the Council was read, this 
world perspective was again apparent: 
he expressed appreciation of “the in- 
valuable contribution which the 
churches of the Federal Council are 
making to the faith of our people, to 
social welfare, to interracial coopenay 
tion, and to international order.” 
Looking back upon its first forty years, 
the Federal Council of Churches too 
up its new tasks with vision broadened 
and urgency rekindled by an efficien 


balanced biennial meeting at Cincin- 
nati. 7 


3 


3 
IN THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ‘ 


The total membership of the 27 
denominations, members of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, is now esti- 
mated at 28,936,081. ‘ 

The estimate is based on the Chris- 
tian Herald’s 1948 compilation of 
membership of Protestant bodies in 
the United States, official reports of 
smaller denominations and figures sup- 
plied by the United Church of Canada. 
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AMONG THE NEW BOOKS———— 


ur Protestant Heritage 


By MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY OF 
NION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN 
RGINIA, John Knox Press, $3.00 


Members of the faculty of Union 
ecological Seminary in Virginia un- 
rtook to provide a series of lectures 
help the layman to understand what 
otestantism is. Perhaps the purpose 
the book and its usefulness to the 
erage minister can best be indicated 
- the following paragraph which 
ads one of the chapters: 


“A telephone rang at midnight. It 
called from his slumbers a minister 
whom I know. A youthful femin- 
ine voice at the other end of the 
line asked, ‘What do I believe?’ 
‘What do you mean?’ he asked. She 
replied, ‘I mean just that. What do 
I believe? I have just returned 
from an evening with a group of 
girls. One of them was a Roman 
Catholic; she knew what she be- 
lieved. Another was a Jewish girl; 
she knew what she believed. A 


third was a Christian Scientist; she 
knew what she believed. I, a Protes- 
tant, was the only one there who did 
not know what I believed. Now 
what do I believe? Tell me!’ This 
honest confession indicates more 
frankness than many would care to 
show. But if thoughts always found 
words, this same bewilderment 
would find expression on many lips.” 


Two chapters are devoted to the Old 
Testament roots of the Protestant 
spirit, two to the New Testament 
bases, and three to the historical and 
theological development of Protestant- 
ism in the Christian era. 

Ministers will find the book useful 
for themselves but will probably, in 
many instances, want to pass it around 
among their officers and their church 
school teachers. It is one of the most 
useful instruments for preparing our 
lay leadership to understand the sig- 
nificance of our heritage and to pro- 
vide them with the historical knowl- 
edge which is essential to its interpre- 
tation. 


The book makes clear the basic dis- 
tinctions between Romanism and 
Protestantism, but it is not contentious 
in its arguments and will not arouse 
antagonistic attitudes. R.P.B. 


A Call to What is Vital 


By Rurus M. Jones, Macmillan 
Co., $2.00. 


Rufus Jones was pre-eminently a 
mystic and his latest writing is suf- 
fused with the spirit of one who was 
conscious of a direct first-hand contact 
with God. He was also a philosopher, 
who at Haverford College had helped 
many generations of students to ar- 
rive at a conception of life that gave 
meaning and dignity to human exis- 
tence. This book is a distillation of 
that philosophy. He was likewise a 
man of action, the leading figure in 
the development of the American 
Friends Service Committee, which has 
carried on a world-wide work of relief 


A History of the Federal Council 


The first full-length record of the development of the Federal 
Council during the formative period 


Christian Unity in the Making: 


The First Twenty-five Years of 
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


Just off the press 


General Secretary Emeritus 


By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 


376 pages, $2.75 
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Now Ready 
The complete 
and official 


Amsterdam 
Assembly 
Series 


Now you may know what went 
into “the greatest church meeting 
since the Reformation.” MAN’S 
DISORDER AND GOD’S DE- 
SIGN, a series of books relating 
to the first assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, Amsterdam, 
1948: Papers by forty Christian 
leaders, reports of the four great 
commissions, the messages of the 
commissions, and of the assembly 
as a whole, is available in two 
attractive, durably bound formats. 


For the first time in the History 
of Christendom it is possible to 
present “a common mind” among 
churches of the world. Delegates 
of 150 denominations of 40 coun- 
tries met in Amsterdam to in- 
augurate a permanent association 
of churches for cooperation on a 
worldwide basis. Their studies, 
covering two years of preparation 
and the consummation of the 
World Council Assembly at Am- 
sterdam, treat some of the most 
fundamental Christian problems in 
relation both to the Church itself 
and the world today. 


Forty men and women, appointed 
to cover specific phases of the 
interlocking topics which made up 
the subject matter of the four 
commissions, read the papers to be 
found in the books. Then meet- 
ing in assembly discussion sections, 
they issued the section reports and 
messages which are also contained 
in them. 


The text of the omnibus and of the 
four individual volumes is identical. 
All contain the complete commis- 
sion reports, their messages, and 
the message of the assembly as a 
whole. Available in two formats: 
an omnibus volume and four books 
bound separately. 


Vol. I—THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN 
GOD’S DESIGN, $2.00 

Vol. II—THE CHURCH’S WITNESS TO 
GOD’S DESIGN, $2.00 

Vol. III—THE CHURCH AND THE DIS- 
ORDER.OF SOCIETY, $2.00 

Vol. IV—THE CHURCH AND THE IN- 
TERNATIONAL DISORDER, $2.00 

The Omnibus Volume—MAN’‘S_DIS- 
ORDER AND GOD’S DESIGN, $5.00 

at your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


49 East 33rd Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 
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and reconciliation. In this book the 
connection between his mystical insight 
and his practical activity comes to 
articulate expression. 

Dr. Jones is not writing for people 
who are satisfied with inherited views. 
He is addressing himself to the honest- 
ly perplexed, especially those who find 
it difficult to harmonize Christian faith 
with what they have learned in the 
laboratories of science. He realizes 
that our new knowledge of the physical 
world requires a reinterpretation of 
many things which religion once took 
for granted. 

S.M.C. 


Organizing for 
Community Action 


By Crarence Kine, Harper & 
Brothers, $3.00 


Intending to glance at this book to 
gain an impression of good procedure 
for constituting a community council 
of social ‘ agencies, this reviewer 
found, somewhat to his surprise, 
that he was reading it all—perhaps, 
first, because it is interesting. Then 
he discovered that it was very valuable 
both for giving insight into the nature 
of community action and for many 
sound and practical suggestions for 
every minister in his parish and com- 
munity relationships and especially for 


“SEPARATE qos 
CHURCH and STATE- 
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by Joseph M. Dawson 
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employment of nuns in the public schools, 
the keeping of an American envoy at the 
Vatican, and other issues of the Protestant- 
Catholic controversy. Written by one of the 
organizers of Protestemts and Other Ameri- 
cans' United, and unquestionably one of the 
most significant books in a generation. $2.50 
at your local tore or b mail peepee 
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everyone interested in strengtheniy 
the local council of churches. ‘9 
This is an excellent book on strates 
for the church leader. Some of f) 
questions which are dealt with, fre 
the point of view of the social worke 
are identical with problems which 
minister confronts, forexample: 
‘What Effect Do the Emotion 
Needs of the Leader Have De 
the Formation of an Organiz) 
tion?” Me 
“How May the Only Social Work! 
in a Community Divide His Tin 
between Serving Clients and TJ 
terpreting Social Work,” ; 
“When Is It Helpful to Have ¢ 
Objector on the Committee?” 
‘When Can Emotional Release ¥ 
Used in Community Organiz 
tion?” vl 
One factor in the strategy of 
munity leadership which runs thro 
the book is the careful distinction to 
made between direct and indiré 
leadership. Wise alternation betw 
the two is just as important for 
minister as for the social worker. 


Although this review perhaps undul 
emphasizes the value of the book f 
a minister in his work in the chure 
it should be observed that the mini 
ter, himself, is frequently the lead 
in social work in the community am 
even if he is not the leader, he has 
responsibility for understanding # 
problems of the social agency af 
would find the book useful to him ‘ 
suggesting how he may fulfill his con 
munity tesponeiny nes effectively. 
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No Uncertain Sound 


EpItEp By Ray C. Petey, Wes 
minster Press, $4.50. 

These ‘“‘sermons that shaped the pu 
pit” carry us back to the preaching ¢ 
the early and the mediaeval Chure 
They represent a collection of sermo! 
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h as we have never seen before. 
2 first of the preachers that find a 
ce in this anthology is Origen, at 
end of the second century A. D. 
is followed by Chrysostom, Augus- 
>, Gregory the First, the Venerable 
le, Bernard of Clairvaux, Anselm, 
incis of Assisi, Bonaventura, Thom- 
Aquinas, Meister Eckhart, John 
uler, Nicholas of Cusa, Savonarola, 
cliff and a score of others whose 
nes are today unheard and unre- 
mbered. 


These sermons are of interest not 
y from a homiletical standpoint but 
» as reflections of the character of 
Christian West during a period 
ut which the American Protestant 

yws little. 
in informative historical introduc- 
1 outlines the development of 
aching during these centuries and 
nts up outstanding qualities of the 
achers such as the Scriptural in- 
rations of Origen, the social sensi- 
ity of Chrysostom, the catholic out- 
k of Augustine, and the moral 
nestness of St. Francis. 
S.M.C. 


ie Biblical Doctrine 
f the Church 


Selly Oaks Colleges, Birmingham, Eng- 
land, is the new kind of fellowship 
which Jesus introduced into the world. 
The development of the Christian fel- 
lowship is traced through the Old 
Testament, the teaching of Jesus, St. 
Paul and the Johannine writings, and 
is defined as “that concrete reality by 
which Christ becomes manifest to the 
world and by which He acts in his- 
tory.” The Church is seen as “the 
body of Christ,” living, growing, ad- 
justing itself to its environment yet 
maintaining its own inherent structure 
and transforming its environment more 
than it is transformed by it. 


The controversial issue of the 
“apostolic succession” in the Church 
is carefully studied, in both the 
Catholic and the Protestant views, 
since this is the most serious difficulty 
in the path of church union. The 
author’s spirit is irenic but his con- 
clusion is unqualified. He holds that 
the original apostolate was unique and 
was not continued in any formally 
authorized way. The true apostolic 
succession, he believes, is the Church’s 
faithfulness, generation after genera- 
tion, to the apostolic spirit and wit- 
ness. 


SILC: 


Pastoral Counseling 
By SEWARD HILTNER 


“Tt is thorough, especially the parts dealing with 


aims, assumptions, definitions, premises, etc. Coun- 
seling is analyzed skillfully and accurately; and the 
emphasis upon’ pre-counseling relationships is 
greatly needed and well presented—as are the sec- 
tions on the relevance of preaching and the use 
of prayer and scripture.”—Dr. Rollin J. Fairbanks, 


Institute of Pastoral Care. 


$3 


| 
By Witt1am RosiNnson, Bethany 
ass, $2.50. 


The essential nature of the Church, 
Professor Robinson, professor at 


Toward the Great Awakening 
By SIDNEY W. POWELL 


In this stimulating discussion of evangelism, Dr. 
Powell anticipates another great religious revival and 
outlines what he believes to be the responsibility of 
the clergy, the laity, youth, and church-school workers 
in bringing it about. $2 


| CHURCH WorsHIP ADS Mahatma Gandhi: An Interpretation 
Have your d By E. STANLEY JONES 
ur 

| the wide variety ft di Out of intimate knowledge of Gandhi, Dr. 
church appointnients ee Jones depicts just what manner of man the 
martyred Indian leader was and what he accom- 

| FOR COMPLETE CATAlgg ae plished when he adopted the Christian principle 
SUDBURY BRaAss & of overcoming evil with good. A warmly per- 

| 36 SUDBURY STREET, gogr, OODS CO. sonal, highly significant book on the “strange lit- 


ON 14, MASS. tle Hindu,” his people, and his country. “A re- 
markable book with vital significance to the entire 


Christian world.”—Evangelical Beacon. $2 
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At All Bookstores . . 


Lincoln and the Bible 


By CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


Lincoln’s knowledge and use of the 
Bible, his reverence for its teach- 
ings, and his deep spirituality come 
to life in this revealing study by one 
of America’s outstanding preachers 
and theologians who is also a recog- 
nized authority on the Lincoln 
era. $1.25 


Press of Thomas J. Griffiths Sons, Inc., Utica, N. Y. 


The Bridge 
By ARTHUR WENTWORTH HEWITT 


Using the symbolism of a bridge, 
Dr. Hewitt shows us that faith leads 
us to God over the river of sorrows 
and evil which is this world. He 
shows us also how we may build our 
lives upon this faith and find in it 
our victory that 


world. $1.50 
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nations... teaching them 
serve all things whatsoever 
commanded you” 


HIS COMMAND, given by 
Jesus to the 11 faithful apos- 

tles, represents the turning point in 
the history of the world. Without 
money, college degrees, influence or 
political position, the apostles began 
their work which, in 1900 years, 
has brought salvation and joy to 


millions. 


During the past 133 years, the 
American Bible Society, supported 
by voluntary gifts, (some in the form 
of Annuity Gift Agreements) has 
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_ AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 


450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y, 
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“Go ye therefore, and teach all 


... Matt. 28: — 19-20 


to ob- 
Ihave 


’ 


distributed nearly 400,000,000 copies 
of the Scriptures. 


A beautiful new booklet, “Your 
Gift that Lives” will give you the 
complete story. It contains 31 ques- 
tions and answers about American 
Bible Society Annuities, pictures and 
stories about the work now being 


done by the Society in all parts of 


Pe Fe a ee, ee eT ee 


the world. May we send you a copy? 
ane set “St 
It is free. Use 


the coupon be- 


4 
Ni 


low. | 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
Gentlemen: Please send me, without obliga- 


tion, postage prepaid, the illustrated booklet, — | 
“Your Gift that Lives.” Fc-9, d 
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